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M 
any of the elders 

among the Khoi and 
San First Nations 

structures throughout 

South Africa are waiting with great 

anticipation for the opening of the 

First Nations Cultural and Heritage 

Centre at the River Club develop-

ment in Observatory, Cape Town. 

   After nearly six years of intense 
struggle, a grueling campaign that 

has tested every bit of stamina and 

resilience of the leadership and 

structures comprising the Western 

Cape First Nations Collective, the 

Ĝght is nearly over. It is now possi-

ble to declare that the long-awaited 

p̄lace of indigenous anchorage° will 
open its doors before the end of the 

year. 

   This t̄iding of joyful news° has 

been widely welcomed, particularly 

among the leaders of the First Na-

tions people, for whom the First Na-

tions Cultural and Heritage Centre 

represents a phenomenal landmark 
in the broader cause of South Afri-

ca®s First Nations for their recogni-

tion, restoration and restitution. 

   Īt is the most wonderful news for 

us as the foundational peoples of 

this country to Ĝnally achieve a vic-

tory of this magnitude,° stated Chief 

Poem Mooney, head of the formida-
ble Attaqua KhoiKhoi people, and 

one of the pioneers of the country®s 

Khoi and San resurgence indige-

nous restoration movement.  

   N̄ow, for the very Ĝrst time in our 

history we will have a place that vali-

dates the sacriĜces of our forebears,  

right in Cape Town where colonial-
ism began. 

   T̄his will be a place where we, 

collectively, can celebrate the rich 

history and culture of our people,°       

   W̄hat this First Nations place of 

anchorage means to us is much 

more than the First Nations Heritage  

building and the precinct within 
which it is located. 

   T̄his heritage and cultural pre-

cinct represents a most phenomenal 

victory over the negativity, pessi-

mism, selĜshness and evil schemes 

of those who do not want our story 

to be told by our own people, our 

culture to be practiced without 
shame and our heroes to be 

revered,° Chief Mooney added. 
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WALKING THROUGH HISTORY: A massive mural, 

reflecting the journey of South Africaôs indigenous 

Khoi and San from stewardship to resistance and  

restoration, will foreground the much-anticipated 

First Nations Heritage and Cultural centre at the 

Riverlands development in Cape Town. 
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The widely acclaimed leader, who is also a 

celebrated author and poet, explained that the 
First Nations Cultural and Heritage Centre at 

the River Club heralds a new day in our coun-

try®s history, w̄hen the heritage of the First 

Indigenous peoples will no longer be sup-

pressed.° 

   Īt is a place where the tremendous wealth 

of the narratives and cultural belongings of the 

First Indigenous inhabitants of our country will 
be restored right in the place where the Ĝrst 
dispossession occurred,° Mooney added. 

   Chief Mooney recalled that the Ĝght to win 

ā place of permanent anchorage° had come 

at a high price, particularly for the leaders who 

were targeted and viciously viliĜed by oppo-

nents of the development. 

   M̄any of these people who have opposed 
the construction of the Heritage Centre do not 

know the meaning of what it means to be a 

servant of the people and to Ĝght for their in-

terests,° Mooney said. 

   Chief Mooney is among many senior leaders 

of the Khoi and San resurgence who deposed 

afĜdavits supporting the Western Cape First 

Nations Collective, which was one of the prima-
ry respondents in High Court litigation that had 

been brought by opponents in their attempts to 

sabotage the building of the centre.  

   Chief Jene Adendorff, representing the Gor-

inhaiqua Cultural Council in the historic Over-

strand town of Hawston and many of the nearby 

adjacent coastal areas, said she was overjoyed 

that the Heritage centre will soon open its 
doors. Speaking  on the eve of the 350th anni-

versary marking the death of Khoi heroine 

Krotoa, she noted that the centre®s opening is 

ā victory for the truth°. 

   W̄hat has been achieved with the opening of 

the First Nations Heritage Centre at the River 

Club, is a most signiĜcant victory that must nev-

er be underestimated.  
   W̄ith the news that the 

space, for which all of us 

have waged a most deter-

mined battle, is nearing com-

pletion, we are assured that 

there will now really be a 

place for our people. We 

view it as a place where our 
children can learn about belonging and about 

their culture and where, with the blessing of Al-

mighty God, there can be hope for our nation,° 

Chief Adendorff stated. 

   Another prominent Ĝgure in the resurgence 

who has celebrated the fact that the construc-

tion of the centre is Ĝnally nearing completion is 

author, academic and indigenous knowledge 
specialist Dr Willa Boezak. 

   W̄e cannot wait for the day when the curtain 

will be lifted, revealing this much anticipated 

space where, under the legitimate leadership of 

the First Nations Collective, our peoples voice 

will Ĝnally be liberated,° Boezak stated. 

   The acclaimed indigenous opinion leader not-

ed that there were many falsehoods and half-
truths that had been peddled by those who 

w̄ent out of their way to deny the Khoi-San de-

scendants a place of our own° and that these 

forces received an appropriate answer when 

their campaign to derail the development failed. 

   T̄hey were proven wrong in the courts and 
their campaign to spread disinformation and 

division failed when the courts gave consent  for 

the Heritage Centre to be constructed. 

   W̄hat is important now is for our people to 

fully accept and realise the value of what has 

been achieved through the efforts of the very 

determined First Nations Collective. 

   W̄hat is very critical now is that the Collective 
press ahead with its plans for the heritage pre-

cinct, including the establishment of the First 

Nations Institute for Indigenous Knowledge, the 

Academy for Indigenous Leadership, the Indige-

nous Media Centre and the plans for permanent 

exhibitions reflecting our pathway as a people,° 

Boezak stated. 

   T̄here must be no doubt that 
this First Nations Cultural and 

Heritage Centre will be a place 

of higher purpose, of learning 

about our history, celebrating the 

wealth that lies in our peoples 

culture and where we can heal 

and chart a new course through 

which we will restore our people 
in the land of their ancestors,° Dr Boezak add-

ed. 

   Another prominent person for whom the im-

minent opening of the First Nations Heritage 

Centre has created ḡreat excitement° is veter-

an journalist and former school teacher, Belinda 

Bell. 

   T̄here are so many people who have 
watched the entire process unfold and there is 

so much that can be achieved in this space,° 

Bell stated. 

   Bell was one of the prominent speakers at a 

workshop, held at Goudini Spa, near Rawson-

ville, in June 2022, where the indigenous lead-

ers from across the country discussed and de-

veloped plans for the Cultural and Heritage 
Centre. 

   The Media component of this centre will in-

volve Khoi and San people taking control of how 

their stories, their histories and their culture is 

portrayed in the media. 

Preparing to unveil 
Heritage Centre 
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The scale of the Wall of Remembrance. Stand-

ing in front of the wall is architect Jenna 

Bramley of Noero architects. 

 

Sacrifices 
bearing 

fruit  

  
 From the     

Editorôs 

pen 

ñWe cannot wait for the day when 

the curtain will be lifted, 

revealing this much anticipated 

space where, under the legitimate 

leadership of the First Nations 

Collective, our peoples voice will 

finally be liberatedò  

A 
fter several years of intense strug-
gle, having faced every imaginable 
evil scheme, plot and plan to derail 

us, we now stand at the threshold of 
achieving what everyone thought was 
impossible. We can soon reveal our own 
First Nations Heritage and Cultural Pre-
cinct within the Riverlands development 
in Observatory, Cape Town.  
   The institutional memory we carry 
from this period is that we sacriɤced 
everything, including our families, our 
personal safety and even our ɤnancial 
security to achieve our declared objec-
tive. This was to establish a permanent 
anchorage for our First Nations de-
scendants and to appropriately honour 
the sacriɤces of our forebears. 
   This was truly a national mobilisation 
of leadership, structures and communi-
ties, who di not waver in putting shoul-
der to the wheel for this noble cause. 
   What has emerged from this campaign 
is that all of our people demonstrated 
unity of purpose. They all together in 
the face of an intense onslaught, re-
ɥecting what it means to be true serv-
ants and stewards of our people.  
   Together we were resolute in our col-
lective conviction that no-one and 
nothing will derail us from achieving our 
objective. 
   Those sacriɤces are now bearing fruits 
as the First Nations Collective prepares 
to take custody of a heritage precinct 
that will be a resplendent representa-
tion of all the best attributes of our an-
cient peoples.  It is the most exceptional 
example of how we defend this space 
against any evil force, driven by selɤsh 
interests. 
   This can only be described as a most 
grueling journey, where we had to face 
down the worst of the forces of dark-
ness. Now we can all take deep comfort 
in the knowledge that our journey could 
not have been possible if our creator, Al-
mighty God, had not been guiding us, 
protecting us and had His hand of favour 
upon us. 
   Now that the First Nations Cultural 
and Heritage precinct nears completion, 
we must be conscious of the fact that 
we collectively, and each of us individu-
ally, have been called and preserved for 
a magniɤcent time such as this. 
   It is now, after a campaign that has 
taken years, that we can proudly look 
back to the difɤcult days of our genesis.          
This was when we collectively gathered 
in the ancient Gorinhaiqua territories 
and set the terms of constituting the 
Western Cape First Nations Collective, 
so aptly captured in the founding docu-
ment which proclaimed: 
   ȶIn creating the WCFNC it is declared 
that the WCFNC will serve for the higher 
purpose of Custodianship and Steward-
ship in the cause of creating institutions 
and entities that will properly curate, 
collate and celebrate the resplendent 
First Nations culture and heritage...ȷ 
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A 
s the Western Cape First Na-

tions Collective, we have 

come a long way, and now 

the day is fast approaching where a 

dream will become a reality.  

   It is not a personal dream; it is a 

collective dream of individuals repre-

senting various First Nation Khoi-San 

structures. The realisation of this 

dream, at a momentous time in the 

history of South Africa, occurs at an 

important historical site and it will be 

unveiled and presented to the world 

in the very near future.  

   To understand our vision, it is nec-

essary to comprehend our view of 
governance and administration, as we 

prepare for the First Nations Heritage 

Precinct Centre (HPC), nearing com-

pletion within the River Club develop-

ment (now Riverlands) in Observato-

ry, near Cape Town. 

   Before we take up our role as the 

HPC custodians and stewards, it is 

important to remind ourselves, our 

supporters, and others where we 

came from, even as we contemplate 

on where we are going.  

   For a dream to be realised, it needs  

a visionary and fellow so-journers to 

make this dream a reality. It involves 

sharing the dream and getting sup-

port, but it also means dealing with 

refusal and rejection, sometimes with 

intense criticism from others.  

   We were lambasted and denigrated 

on every corner, with many question-

ing our authenticity and commitment 

as also our engagements with the 

developer, Liesbeek Leisure Proper-

ties Trust.  

   But what our detractors and oppo-

nents did not take into reckoning, is a 

visionary, who had a connection with 

the location of the land, based on his-

torical, factual evidence and a deep 
understanding of cultural protocols. 

  It was a visionary who invited vari-

ous other tribal and customary lead-

ers to the table to engage in negotia-

tions with the developer to ensure the 

dream of a First Nations Heritage Pre-

cinct Centre.  

   It was also a visionary who kept fo-

cus on the vision and the opportunity 

presented by the developer, who, 

with other leaders, pursued the 

 opportunity.  

   These leaders who tirelessly com-

mitted to ensure the establishment of 

the HPC coalesced into the Western 

Cape First Nations Collective.  

   Now, many years later, we, as the 

Western Cape First Nations Collective 

Trust, are ready to take up our custo-

dianship role and stewardship func-

tion to execute and carry out our or-

dained functions.  

   To ensure that we are committed, 

diligent and understand our role and 

function and remain dedicated to our 

calling, we have conducted regular 

trustee workshops focusing on train-

ing and equipping. 

   These workshops are based on 

governance and administration and 
the importance of asking just Ĝve 

questions (why, how, what, who, 

when) in order to keep us focused, 

grounded, committed, dedicated and 

humble in our calling. 

   Our trustee workshops to date  

have highlighted the importance of 

understanding our roles and functions 

as stewards and custodians, as we 

believe in equipping and training.  

   This is also to ensure that the vision 

of the WCFNC of Restoration, Recog-

nition and Restitution of our people 

are realised and that it will give hope 

that will be passed on to the genera-

tions to come. 

   We are nearly there, so we are tak-

ing  small steps in the right direction. 

   Today we are on the last lap seeing 

the HPC completed and soon the 

custodians and stewards will be ready 

to take their Ĝrst step collectively in a 

physical place, but more so into a 

special space that will host the First 

Nations Heritage Precinct Centre.  

   It will be like the past and present 

coming together, and the vision will 

not stop there.  

   From this union will emerge a place 

of hope, a place of anchorage, based 
on Reconciliation, Restoration and 

Restitution, creating new experiences 

for the next seven generations and 

into the future. 

   So how did we arrive here?  

Since its inception and even prior to 

that, our signature stamp, ­Right of 

Return®, was a dream that gave us 

hope. The evidence of this signature 

stamp is the FN Heritage Precinct 

Centre, a beacon of hope at a place 

and space of great signiĜcance.  

   Moving on, moving in, moving forward 
HILARY-JANE SOLOMON 
secretary WCFNC 

The Durbanville declaration of indigenous healing was unanimously adopted in August 2015 

at an international conference of indigenous leaders, convened at Durbanville, Cape Town. 
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 three day program to commemorate the 
350 year anniversary of the passing of 
Khoi heroine Krotoa has brought into full 
focus the life and times and the lessons 

for contemporary South African society of this sen-
tinel historical Ĝgure. Her life and times serve as 
both an inspiration and a reminder of the deep in-
justice that deĜned the foundation nations at the 
dawn of the colonial era.  
   This program, to pay homage to a most signiĜ-
cant Ĝgure of the Cape Khoi peoples was con-
ceived and executed as a partnership between the 
Castle of Good Hope, the Groote Kerk, Robben 
Island Museum, the National Heritage Council, the 
Department of Arts, Culture and Sport and various 
structures within the Khoi and San resurgence. 
   The three day event included a cultural/ spiritual 
program at the Groote Kerk which included the un-
veiling of a specially commissioned portrait of 
Krotoa; a tribute to Mother Krotoa, at the slipway 
jetty from which boats to Robben island had been 
launched in the past; a march from the Victoria and 
Alfred Waterfront led by a troop of young Cape 
minstrels; a cleansing and wreath-laying ceremony 
and a gala dinner which brought the three-day pro-
gram to a close. 
   The cleansing event at the Castle of Good Hope 
was held to mark the place, within the Castle 
grounds, near the Dolphin pool, where this phe-
nomenal Ĝgure in Khoi history was incarcerated 
and buried, beneath the cobble stones next to the 
inside wall of what was the Ĝrst location of the 
Dutch Reformed Groote Kerk. 
   Calvyn Gilfellan, academic and historian, CEO at 
the Castle of Good Hope, spoke to First Nation 
News about the program to commemorate Krotoa, 
as also his views on how South Africa can come to 
terms with, draw lessons from and also beneĜt from 
the culture, history, heritage of South Africa®s foun-
dational peoples.  
FIRST NATION NEWS: As the CEO of the Castle 
of Good Hope you have brought a new perspec-
tive to ensuring that the Khoi and San and the  
history and heritage associated with South Afri-
ca®s foundational people are integrated into the 
programs of the Castle of Good Hope. What in-
forms your vision to ensure that these narra-
tives and the dialogues associated with them 
are integrated into the broader heritage work of 
the Castle? 
CALVYN GILFELLAN: When I Ĝrst met and en-
countered the Khoi and San revivalist movement in 
2011, there was a lot of distrust between the lead-
ership of the Castle management and the leader-
ship of the structures of the Khoi and San. 
   However, through dialogue we had to look at sev-
eral ways to engage and had to work through nu-
merous issues, which for some or other reason, 
were presented as obstacles. 
  I took a different view on some issues, because 
issues such as unity among the revivalist groups 
cannot be seen in isolation from the actual history 
of the Khoi people.  
   As is my understanding of history of peoples 
throughout the world, including Europe, there is 
always contestation. Through dialogue and en-
gagement there is now a level of maturity. 
   Because of this maturity and growth in the move-

ment, and how its positions are put across, we 
achieved major breakthroughs in terms of our rela-
tionships with the Khoi and San leadership and 
structures. 
FNN: What is your view of memorialisa-
tion associated with prominent heritage spaces 
such as the Castle? 
CG: What is apparent is that cultural and political 
institutions need to shift their approach because 
many of these institutions and organisations are 
very resistant, even antagonistic to the issues and 
narratives related to and involving Khoi and San 
peoples.     

   In the Western Cape 
and throughout South 
Africa we need to sen-
sitise these institutions 
and organisations to 
the fact that if they do 
not deal with the issues 
of indigenous peoples 
there will always be 
restlessness. In this 
respect it must be 
stressed that we cannot 
work as an island, so 
everyone must be 

brought on board, including Heritage Western 
Cape, South African Heritage Resources Agency 
and Iziko museums so that we collectively work 
with everyone, including the relevant government 
departments and deal with the issues of the indige-
nous movement. 
FNN: How does the celebration of heritage nar-
ratives associated with the Khoi and San con-
tribute to the process of nation-building, recon-
ciliation and restoration? 
CG: When it comes to the issues of healing the 
wounds of the past, addressing injustice and nation
-building we have very clear examples of women, 
such as Mother Krotoa, who can serve as instru-
ments to unify society. 
   In the past there were many other great Ĝgures 
such as Ma Winnie Mandela or Ma Sisulu who have 
played that role. What is very clear is that we have 
lost our moral compass, which has caused society 
to disintegrate at many levels.  
   If we look, for instance, at relations between vari-
ous of our people in the Western and Eastern Cape 
we can learn signiĜcantly from the past through the 
histories, for example, to the narratives associated 
with the great Khoi warrior Dawid Stuurman.  
   His Ĝght against colonialism reveals histories that 
are unknown to many people, notably that he was a 
military and resistance leader of military formations 
that included many people of Xhosa descent, so by 

learning about Stuurman, who escaped twice from 
Robben Island, we can Ĝnd ties that bind all who 
suffered oppression and rebuild relations between 
those peoples and the Khoi and San movement.  
   This should be a part of a bigger project of re-
building, which will be crucial over the next 30 
years. What we cannot underestimate is the dam-
age of history, which continues to this very day, 
when colonial forces are hard at work, breaking 
down what is left of the liberation movement. If 
these forces have been able to break down the lib-
eration movement, we must think what they can do 
to the Khoi and San revivalist movement.  
FNN: What has been the experience of the Cas-
tle of Good hope in working with Khoi and San 
leaders and structures in their broader quest for 
restoration, recognition and restitution? 
CG: There are many programs that have been run 
at the Castle of Good Hope, including programs to 
rebuild and develop the Khoi and San languages. 
These languages, such as Khoegewab must be 
integrated into our schools, because it is through 
these languages and the messages they carry that 
we can keep the tangible and intangible elements 
of Khoi and San heritage alive.  
   There must be strong agitation for the constitu-
tional recognitions of these languages as ofĜcial 
languages because they carry critical messages 
related to history, culture, territory and artefacts, 
that have to be kept alive. Through this we will be 
able to integrate our symbols into the mainstream, 
including to street names which will provide oppor-
tunities for teaching. 
FNN: What is the importance of historical Ĝg-
ures such as Krotoa, Doman and other promi-
nent Khoi Ĝgures in the process of reconstruct-
ing more composite narratives about our past 
and what can South Africa draw from their nar-
ratives in navigating our current conditions and 
challenges? 
CG: The narratives that flow from historical Ĝgures 
such as Krotoa, Stuurman and Nomoa will help us 
combat the false narratives such as those associat-
ed with Van Riebeeck and Cecil John Rhodes who 
are held up as examples of people who built the 
places such as the Castle of Good hope. 
   What we have is a clear opportunity to correct 
these false narratives and tell a more complete sto-
ry of people such as Mother Krotoa and Nomoa 
(Hero of the 1st Khoi-Dutch War, 1659 to 1660).  
   Those histories are being uncovered in places 
such as the old granary and other ancient spaces 
that reveal that Krotoa and Nomoa built on a strong 
foundation, dated as far back as 22 000 years, a 
history in which Khoi and San descendants can 
take pride. 
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T he disruption of our peaceful existence when the Dutch colonising council decided to seize and 

control our sovereign ancestral ands, led to the subse-

quent systematic Cultural Genocide of the aboriginal 

Khwe and San People. 

   The life and pivotal contribution of our great matri-
arch Krotoa, in pursuit for authentic Restorative Jus-

tice required moral and legal commitment.  

   As the founder of the Institute for the Restoration of 

the Aborigines of SA (IRASA) and Paramount Chief of 

the Cochoqua Oedasoa tsi Gon-nemoa Clan, it is with 

absolute reverence that I pay 

homage to Krotoa, our iconic 

ancestoral matriarch.  
   At the commemoration of 

her death, we witnessed ex-

pressions of cultural appreci-

ation as a reminder that at a 

tender age, Krotoa experi-

enced deception, serfdom, 

dehumanisation and forced 

bondage.  
   Cultural consciousness and 
resilience requires cultural 

protection in action! In September 2015, IRASA initiat-

ed the removal of a despicable portrayal of the sem-

blance of Krotoa with her dates of birth and death dis-

played on a public bench upon which you could place 

your backside! 

   This defending the honour of a valiant matriarch, 
resulted in a 27-month legal court battle with the City 

of Cape Town, and yes, we won! 

   The embodiment of our ancestor®s human remains 

cannot be held in colonial structures which was not 

her home. To authentically honour Krotoa is to return 

her human remains to her Birthright Kraal where she 

belonged and was taken from, devoid from any coloni-

al settlement structures where her spirit can soar!  

! ƌƠŷǅĢ ƌĬŷƌšĬ ǐŖšš 
ŭŷƵ ČĬ ú ƥŖšĬŭƵ ƌĬŷƌšĬ 
TANYA KLEINHANS-CEDRAS 
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CEDRAS 

J 
ourneying with an important story, a 

writer never knows when it begins and 

where it will end.  

   The story of Krotoa arrived on my 

doorstep sometime in 2017. Uninvited it has 

come to stay.  

   There are strict First Nations traditions that 

govern how guests are treated, especially 
those who arrive unexpectedly. For a long 

time, I did little else but obey the dictates of 

her story. Directives from the ancestors took  

me all around the country and abroad. Among 

other excursions 

it involves strange 

experiences on a 

remote farm 
called Towerkop 

(Magical Peak), 

Ĝnding a Siener, 

knowledge keep-

er, who ­speaks® 

with Krotoa and 

even a spell in 

Hollywood.    
   Like a latter-day Ancient Mariner, I wander 

the globe telling anyone who will listen that 

once there was this woman whose story has 

returned to shake us up and feed a First Na-

tions revival.  

   For me as a writer it has become: Rational 

exploration that uses divination to become 

excavation.° 
   So now we celebrating and honouring her 

legacy and heritage and to make people 

aware of the wonderful indigenous people, 

especially indigenous women, we have in our 

histories.  

   It is extremely important  to remember who 

Krotoa was because most people don®t know 

who she was.    

   However, if you ask the average kid they 

know who Jan van Riebeeck is.  

   We are not teaching our kids who the 

Autshumoas, the Krotoas, the Kaptein Witboo-
is and the great leaders of our earlies re-

sistance against the colonials were.  

   Krotoa was a key negotiator, diplomat, trans-

lator and a key Ĝgure at the Cape. She 

brought peace in the war between the Khoi 

and the colonisers, but 350 years ago she 

died a lonely, cold traumatic death on Robben 

Island ² at the tender age of 31. 
   There is a huge revival among Ĝrst nations 

people in the country who are sick and tired of 

being called Coloured and branded as people 

with no culture.  

   The revival among the KhoiKhoi and the San 

is about looking back at our history, Ĝnding 

and Ĝlling the gaps in various creative ways. 

Personally, I wrote a play called Krotoa, Eva 
van die Kaap, that was at Artscape several 

times and which opened in the Netherlands.  

   So even people overseas are recognising 

the dynamic nature of our history and how 

neglected these Ĝgures are and when you 

wipe out a peoples language, their history, 

their stories you reduce them to almost noth-

ing and you reduce them to accepting that 
they do not matter. 

   And so bringing back the story of Krotoa, in 

this powerful way is part of a Khoi-San First 

Nations revival that is part of us reasserting 

ourselves as a people who had language, who 

had rights and who had beautiful names that 

have been destroyed. We had a beautiful cul-

ture that we are busy reviving. 
    The government and education authorities 

must do something so that our children are 

taught the true history, so that they can 

stand up and be proud of who they are.  

    We have lost touch with our rituals, and 

when we lose touch with our rituals, our an-
cient cultures and traditions, we lose touch 

with who we are.   

PROF. SYLVIA VOLLENHOVEN 
is a writer, journalist, playwright & 

filmmaker  
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