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t last we will have a place to call our 

own, a place of anchorage for the 

Khoi and San indigenous people of 

this land.° 

   This were some of the comments of the First Nation 

people who attended the groundbreaking event 

where the sod was turned for the building of the Ĝrst 

in its kind Cultural, Heritage and Media Centre for the 

Khoi and San at the Riverlands development in Ob-

servatory, Cape Town. 

   This event, which took place on a perfect, clear and 

wind still day, with Lion®s head standing majestically 

in the background, was the culmination of decades of 

struggle to Ĝnd a place of anchorage where the Khoi 

and San can celebrate, enjoy and exhibited their her-

itage, history and culture for the world to see.   

   Nowhere in South Africa is a place that is exclusive-

ly dedicated to the culture and heritage of the Ĝrst 

nation people.   

   Chief !Garu Zenzile Khoisan, head of the Gorinhai-

qua Cultural Council and chair of the Western Cape 

First Nation Collective (WCFNC) said in his keynote 

address, that īt has indeed been a long road to get 

here, to come with high cultural protocol and ceremo-

ny and break sod, marking our permanent return to 

our true place of anchorage in the First Nations Cul-

tural and Heritage Centre°. 

   Mayor of Cape Town, Alderman Geordin Hill-Lewis 

said that t̄his First Nations Heritage Centre that is 

about to be constructed is quite a remarkable thing 

because to my knowledge, this is the only stand-

alone heritage centre for  KhoiSan history and culture 

in South Africa.  

   T̄he fact that there is not a single, stand alone cul-

tural, heritage and history centre to celebrate and 

preserve KhoiSan history and culture, is quite an ex-

traordinary thing, and in a way scandalous,° was the 

reaction of the Mayor, who with Premier Allan Winde, 

and deputy-mayor Eddie Andrews, were among the 

dignitaries who attended the sod-turning event. 

   The mayor further said t̄his is indeed a meaningful 

day that is quite remarkable and worth celebrating 

and my hope is that the centre will start a broader 

revival and celebration of Ĝrst nations culture here in 

our city and even throughout our country.  

      James Tannenberger, spokesperson for Liesbeek 

Liesure Property Trust (LLPT) and CEO of Zenprop 

Property Holdings, said in his introduction and wel-

coming that once the centre is constructed it will be 

operated and managed by the (WCFNC).  

   Tannenmberger said t̄he LLPT recognises that 

without the WCFNC leaderships® commitment to Ĝnd-

ing common agreement with the developer on how 

best to celebrate and commemorate the history and 

heritage of the Riverlands site, reaching this signiĜ-

cant moment would not have been possible.° 

   A Ĝtting start to the ceremony was the blowing of 

the Khoi-bow by Hilton Schilder, well-known and tal-

ented musician of Cape Town.  

   Later the youth of the drama group South Roots 

International regaled the guest with their riveting per-

formance of conducting the Khoi cultural protocol, 

singing in the ancient Khoi-language, and perfoming 

Khoi cultural dancing, like the rieldans, even inviting 

some of the guest to join them ² much to the delight 

of the crowd.  

   This exceptional drama group were present at all 

the sentinel moments of the Western Cape First Na-

tions Collective in their quest to secure the Ĝrst Herit-

age Centre for the Ĝrst nations people in South Africa. 

    Premier Allan Winde, Premier of the Western Cape 

Province, said in his speech that t̄oday is a line in the 

sand of a very ancient heritage. And it is a special day 

for us is in recognising it.  

   Īt is about history, about culture, about remember-

ing, it is about stories ² but it is actually about honour-

ing. It is about honouring the heritage and the past,° 

the Premier said. 

   Jo Noero, architect of the heritage centre said with 

the First Nations Collective he wanted to create a 

building that looks towards the future ² not the past 

and not the present ² ̄and it should acknowledge the 

ambition of young children to learn about their history 

and preparing them for the future°.  

   Chief Zenzile reiterated that it has been indeed a  

long marathon that the WCFNC and the Ĝrst nations 

had to run to get back to this place f̄rom which our 

ancestors were removed as part of the Ĝrst illegal 

land grab in our country°. 

   He reminded the audience that it was h̄ere, on 

Gorinhaiqua territories in what was known as the Two 

Rivers Urban Park, that Jan van Riebeeck crudely   

sub-divided Khoi territories and illegally gave land to 

his colonial fellow travelers after receiving permission 

from the Heren 17 in Holland°. 
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ŰШìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃШΞΜШ~ċƖĦőШΞΜΞΠЯШƣőĲШ
ìĲƚƣĲƖŰШ9ċƓĲШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШ9ŸũũĲĦр
ƣŔƻĲШċŰĬШŔƣƚШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣĲĬШċŰĬШċũŔŊŰĲĬШ
ƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲƚШċŰĬШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲĬШ

ċШƚĲŰƣŔŰĲũШůŸůĲŰƣШŔŰШƣőĲШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШŸŉШÉŸƨƣőШ ŉƖŔĦċќƚШ
uőŸŔШċŰĬШÉċŰШĬĲƚĦĲŰĬċŰƣƚЯШƽőĲŰШƽĲЯШƽŔũũШŉƨũũШĦƨũр
ƣƨƖċũШƓƖŸƣŸĦŸũЯШƣƨƖŰĲĬШƚŸĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ
ŸƨƖШcĲƖŔƣċŊĲШÂƖĲĦŔŰĦƣШċƣШƣőĲШÅŔƻĲƖШ9ũƨĤШĬĲƻĲũŸƓр
ůĲŰƣШŔŰШ§ĤƚĲƖƻċƣŸƖǃЯШ9ċƓĲШÑŸƽŰЮ 
ШШШìĲШƽĲƖĲШŢŸŔŰĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШƽċƣĲƖƚőĲĬШůŸůĲŰƣШŸŉШĦĲũр
ĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰШĤǃШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔƻĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓĲƖЯШ
xŔĲƚĤĲĲťШxĲŔƚƨƖĲШÂƖŸƓĲƖƣŔĲƚШÑƖƨƚƣШċƚШċũƚŸШĤǃШ9ċƓĲШ
ÑŸƽŰШ~ċǃŸƖШ]ĲŸƖĬŔŰШcŔũũ-xĲƽŔƚШċŰĬШƣőĲШÂƖĲůŔĲƖШŸŉШ
ƣőĲШìĲƚƣĲƖŰШ9ċƓĲШƓƖĲůŔĲƖЯШ ũċŰШìŔŰĬĲЮ 
ШШШÑőŔƚШƽċƚШƣƖƨũǃШċШĬċǃШŸŉШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШƨƚШċƚШƣőĲШ
[ŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰШ ċƣŔŸŰЯШŉŸƖШŔƣШċǭŔƖůĲĬШĲƻĲƖǃƣőŔŰŊШŉŸƖШ
ƽőŔĦőШƽĲШőċƻĲШƚƣƖŔƻĲĬШŸƻĲƖШċШƻĲƖǃШũŸŰŊШƓĲƖŔŸĬШŸŉШ
ƣŔůĲЯШůŸƚƣШŰŸƣċĤũǃШƣőĲШċǭŔƖůċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШŸƨƖШÅŔŊőƣШŸŉШ
ÅĲƣƨƖŰШƣŸШũċŰĬƚШŸŉШƽőŔĦőШŸƨƖШŉŸƖĲĤĲċƖƚШƽĲƖĲШĤƖƨр
ƣċũũǃШĬŔƚƓŸƚƚĲƚƚĲĬЮ 
ШШШìŔƣőШƣőĲШƣƨƖŰŔŰŊШŸŉШƚŸĬШƽĲШŊŔƻĲШƣőċŰťƚШƣŸШ ũр
ůŔŊőƣǃШ]ŸĬШŉŸƖШcŔƚШŊƖĲċƣШŉċŔƣőŉƨũŰĲƚƚЯШŉŸƖШcŔƚШ
ƓƖŸůŔƚĲШŸŉШŊŔƻŔŰŊШƨƚШőŸƓĲШċŰĬШċШŉƨƣƨƖĲЯШċШƓũċĦĲШŸŉШ
ċŰĦőŸƖċŊĲШŔŰШƣőĲШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШ9ƨũƣƨƖċũШċŰĬШcĲƖŔƣр

ċŊĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲШƽőŔĦőШƽŔũũШĤĲШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣĲĬШċƣШƣőĲШƚŔƣĲШ
ƽőĲƖĲШƣőĲШƚŸĬШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШƣƨƖŰĲĬЮШ 
ШШШfƣШŔƚШőĲƖĲЯШŸŰШċШƖŸċĬШŰċůĲĬШċŉƣĲƖШƣőĲШŊƖĲċƣШ]ŸƖр
ŔŰőċŔƕƨċШũĲċĬĲƖШ]ŸŊŸƚŸċЯШƽŔƣőШƻŔĲƽƚШŸŉШŸƨƖШŔĦŸŰŔĦШ
ůŸƨŰƣċŔŰШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦƨũƣƨƖċũũǃШƚŔŊŰŔǯĦċŰƣШxŔĲƚĤĲĲťШ
ÅŔƻĲƖЯШƣőċƣШƽĲШƽŔũũШőŸŰŸƨƖШƣőĲШŊƖĲċƣШŸŰĲƚШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШ
őŔƚƣŸƖǃШŸŉШƣőĲШuőŸŔШċŰĬШÉċŰШƓĲŸƓũĲШƽőŸШĬŔĬШŰŸƣШШШ
ƽċƻĲƖЯШƽőŸШƚċĦƖŔǯĦĲĬШĲƻĲƖǃƣőŔŰŊШŔŰШĬĲŉĲŰĦĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШ
ƓĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШũċŰĬƚШƽőĲƖĲШƽĲШƽĲƖĲШƣőĲШǯƖƚƣШŊŸŸĬШ
ƚƣĲƽċƖĬƚШċŰĬШĦƨƚƣŸĬŔċŰƚЮ 
ШШШÑőŔƚШĲƻĲŰƣЯШƚƣĲĲƓĲĬШŔŰШŸƨƖШĬĲĲƓũǃШƓċŔŰŉƨũШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШ
ůċƖťƚШƣőĲШƓŸŔŰƣШŸŉШŰŸШƖĲƣƨƖŰЯШŉŸƖШŔƣШƣƖƨũǃШċǭŔƖůƚШƣőĲШ
ŔŰƣĲŊƖŔƣǃШŸŉШƣőĲШƖĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШƣőĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓĲƖШ
xŔĲƚĤĲĲťШxĲŔƚƨƖĲШÂƖŸƓĲƖƣŔĲƚШÑƖƨƚƣШċŰĬШƣőĲШìĲƚƣĲƖŰШ
9ċƓĲШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШ9ŸũũĲĦƣŔƻĲЯШƣőĲШĦƨƚƣŸĬŔċŰШŸŉШċũũШ
ǯƖƚƣШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣƚШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШÅŔƻĲƖШ9ũƨĤШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЮ 
ШШШÑőŔƚШĲƻĲŰƣШůċƖťƚШƣőĲШċĦƣƨċũШĦŸůůĲŰĦĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШ
ƣőĲШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШ9ƨũƣƨƖċũШċŰĬШcĲƖŔƣр
ċŊĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШĤƖŸċĬĲƖШƓƖĲĦŔŰĦƣЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШŔŰĬŔŊĲŰŸƨƚШŊċƖĬĲŰШċŰĬШŊċƣőĲƖŔŰŊШ
ƓũċĦĲЮ 
ШШШìŔƣőШƣőƚШƽċƣĲƖƚőĲĬШĲƻĲŰƣШƽĲШƚĲŰĬШċШĦũĲċƖШċŰĬШ
ƨŰůŔƚƣċťċĤũĲШƚŔŊŰċũШƣŸШċũũШƣőŸƚĲШƽőŸШőċĬШƽċŊĲĬШċШ

ĬĲƚƣƖƨĦƣŔƻĲШĦċůƓċŔŊŰШċŊċŔŰƚƣШƣőĲШì9[ 9ШċŰĬШŔƣƚШ
ƕƨĲƚƣШƣŸШĦƖĲċƣĲШċШƓĲƖůċŰĲŰƣШċŰĦőŸƖċŊĲШŉŸƖШ[ŔƖƚƣШ
 ċƣŔŸŰƚШŔŰШƣőŔƚШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШƓċƖƣШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦŸƨŰƣƖǃШŉƖŸůШ
ƽőŔĦőШŸƨƖШŉŸƖĲĤĲċƖƚШƽĲƖĲШĬƖŔƻĲŰШĤǃШċШůĲƖĦŔũĲƚƚШ
ĦŸũŸŰŔċũШŸŰƚũċƨŊőƣЮ 
ШШШcĲƖĲЯШċƚШƣőĲШŉŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰƚШċƖĲШĤĲŔŰŊШĬƨŊШƽĲШƽŔũũШ
ũċǃШƣŸШƖĲƚƣШċũũШŸŉШƣőĲШĲƻŔũШƓũċŰƚШċŰĬШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣƚШŸŉШƣőŸƚĲШ
ƽőŸШƣƖŔĲĬШƣŸШƚċĤŸƣċŊĲШŸƨƖШĦċůƓċŔŊŰЯШƽőŸШƣĲƖƖŸƖр
ŔƚĲĬШŸƨƖШũĲċĬĲƖƚШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШůŸƚƣШ
ƻŔũĲШƓƨĤũŔĦШċƣƣċĦťƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШůŸƚƣШŉŸƨũШċŰĬШ
ƓƨƣƖŔĬШċƣƣċĦťƚШŸŰШƣőĲШŊŸŸĬШŰċůĲƚШċŰĬШĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖƚШ
ŸŉШŸƨƖШũĲċĬĲƖƚЯШċŰĬШĲƻĲŰШƚƣŸŸƓĲĬШƚŸШũŸƽШċƚШƣŸШШШШ
ƣĲƖƖŸƖŔƚĲШŸƨƖШŉċůŔũŔĲƚЮШ 
ШШШcĲƖĲЯШċƚШƽĲШƚĲƣШƣőĲШŉŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰƚШŉŸƖШŸƨƖШŰċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШ
ĦŸůĲШŔŰƣŸШŔƣƚШŸƽŰЯШƽĲШċƖĲШĦŸŰƚĦŔŸƨƚШŸŉШƣőĲШŔŰĦƖĲĬр
ŔĤũĲШőƨůċŰЯШĲůŸƣŔŸŰċũШċŰĬШůċƣĲƖŔċũШĦŸƚƣШƽĲќƻĲШ
őċĬШƣŸШƓċǃШƣŸШƚĲĦƨƖĲШƣőŔƚШƓũċĦĲШŸŉШċŰĦőŸƖċŊĲЮ 
ШШШìŔƣőШƣőŔƚШŢŸǃŸƨƚШůŸůĲŰƣШŸŉШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰШŔŰШƣőĲШũŔŉĲШ
ŸŉШŸƨƖШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШŉŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰċũШƓĲŸƓũĲƚШƽĲШĬĲр
ĦũċƖĲШƣőċƣШŸƨƖШĬĲƣƖċĦƣŸƖƚШĦċŰШŰŸШũŸŰŊĲƖШőŔĬĲШĤĲр
őŔŰĬШƣőĲШĦċůƓċŔŊŰШŸŉШũŔĲƚЯШĬŔƖƣǃШƣƖŔĦťƚШċŰĬШŉċũƚĲр
őŸŸĬƚШƽőŔĦőШƣőĲǃШĲůƓũŸǃĲĬШƣŸШƚƣŸƓШŸƨƖШĬƖĲċůШ
ŉƖŸůШĤĲŔŰŊШƖĲċũŔƚĲĬЮ 
ШШШfŰĬĲĲĬЯШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШċŰǃШĬŸƨĤƣЯШƣƖƨƣőШőċƚШƚũċǃĲĬШƣőĲШ
ũŔĲЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦŸƽċƖĬŔĦĲШŸŉШƣőŸƚĲШƽőŸШũċŔĬШċůĤƨƚőр
ĲƚШŉŸƖШƨƚШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШĲǂƓŸƚĲĬШĤǃШƣőĲШĦŸƨƖċŊĲШċŰĬШ
ĬŔŊŰŔƣǃШŸŉШŸƨƖШƓĲŸƓũĲШƽőŸШőċƻĲШĤċŰŔƚőĲĬШƣőĲƚĲШ
ĦőċƖũċƣċŰƚЯШŉċťĲƖƚШċŰĬШũŔċƖƚШŉƖŸůШŸƨƖШƖċŰťƚЮ 
ШШШfƣШŔƚШŔŰШċũũШőƨůŔũŔƣǃШƣőċƣШƽĲШċǭŔƖůĲĬЯШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШ
őŔŊőĲƚƣШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШƓƖŸƣŸĦŸũЯШƣőċƣШƽĲШŔŰĬĲĲĬШċƖĲШƣőĲШ
ċƨƣőŸƖŔƣċƣŔƻĲШƻŸŔĦĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШƓĲŸƓũĲШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШŔŰƣĲƖр
ĲƚƣƚЯШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШƣőŔƚШĦŸũũĲĦƣŔƻĲШŔƚШĦŸůƓŸƚĲĬШŸŉШċũũШŸŉШ
ƣőŸƚĲШũĲċĬĲƖƚШċŰĬШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲƚЯШŊƨŔĬĲĬШĤǃШŸƨƖШŉċŔƣőЯШ
ƓƖŔŰĦŔƓũĲƚШċŰĬШƻċũƨĲƚШƣőċƣШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШċƣШƣőĲШĦŸċũр
ŉċĦĲШŸŉШƣőĲШuőŸŔШċŰĬШÉċŰШƖĲƚƨƖŊĲŰĦĲШŔŰШÉŸƨƣőШ ŉƖŔр
ĦċШƣőċƣШőċƚШŉŸƨŊőƣШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƖĲƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰЯШƖĲƚƣŸƖċƣŔŸŰШ
ċŰĬШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШuőŸŔШċŰĬШÉċŰШƓĲŸƓũĲƚШŔŰШÉŸƨƣőШШШШШ
ŉƖŔĦċЮ 
ШШШìŔƣőШƣőŔƚШƣƨƖŰŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШƚŸĬЯШƽĲШċƖĲШƻŔŰĬŔĦċƣĲĬШŔŰШ
ŸƨƖШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШĲǂĲƖĦŔƚŔŰŊШŸƨƖШƖŔŊőƣШŸŉШŔŰĬŔŊĲŰŸƨƚШ
ĦƨũƣƨƖċũШċŊĲŰĦǃЯШŸŉШĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШŸƨƖШĬĲƻĲũŸƓр
ůĲŰƣШƓċƖƣŰĲƖƚШƣŸШƚĲĦƨƖĲШċШũŔĤĲƖċƣĲĬШǍŸŰĲЯШċШ[ŔƖƚƣШ
 ċƣŔŸŰƚШ9ƨũƣƨƖċũШċŰĬШcĲƖŔƣċŊĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲШƽőŔĦőШƽŔũũШ
ƚőŸƽĦċƚĲШƣőĲШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЯШőĲƖŔƣċŊĲШċŰĬШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШŸŉШ
ÉŸƨƣőШ ŉƖŔĦċќƚШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШтШċШũĲŊċĦǃШƣőċƣШƽŔũũШ
ƚƣċŰĬШċƚШċШƓĲƖůċŰĲŰƣШũċŰĬůċƖťШŸŉШƖĲƚƣŸƖċƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШ
ƚĲƻĲŰШŊĲŰĲƖċƣŔŸŰƚШŔŰШƓĲƖƓĲƣƨŔƣǃЮ 

èĭƨƸĭƣů 9úƎĭ YŗƣƨƸ {úƸŗŹůƨ 9ŹŢŢĭĖƸŗǓĭ  
ĖĭŢĭČƣúƸĭƨ ƨŹģ-Ƹǈƣůŗůŋ úƸ ¿ŗǓĭƣŢúůģƨ 

JOYFULL MOMENT: Ron Martin, Clive Ephraim, Charles Quint, Zenzile Khoisan with 
Premier Allan Winde and the mayor of Cape Town Geordin Hill Lewis at the sod-turning 
ceremony for the first nations Heritage Centre.                                   PIC: MATTHEW HENDRIKS 
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Near the Riverlands site, on the 

shores of the Salt River, was the 

place where the Battle of Gorinhai-

qua took place in 1510, where Fran-

scisco D®Almeida and many of his 

soldiers were killed when they at-

tempted to steal cattle, as well as 

women and children from the Gor-

inhaiqua kraal. 

   Chief Zenzile continued by saying it 

is h̄ere where the foundational peo-

ple were nearly eviscerated, almost 

completely wiped off the face of the 

earth.  

   B̄ut isn®t it true that most founda-

tional people are the people of the 

­kannie-dood® (die hards). We are the 

people that cannot be killed, we are 

the people that refused to die.  

   Ānd now those who has gone be-

fore, in this place, as we inaugurate it, 

will celebrate for us, because what 

this partnership with the LLPT has 

done, it has allowed us, as indige-

nous peoples to end the endless trivi-

alisation of our narrative, the bludg-

eoning of our voice and allowed us to 

exercise our indigenous agency by 

joining hands with a willing corporate 

partner ² a partner who heard our 

cry. 

   W̄hat we will inaugurate today is 

something not for ourselves alone, 

but for this generation and seven 

generations in perpetuity,¯ the chief 

said.  

   He continued by saying, W̄e will 

leave a landmark that will show that 

this people that were once almost 

eviscerated have a culture, a lan-

guage. We have all of the beauty that 

resonates through the Khoi bow that 

Hilton Schilder played for us today. 

We have rhythm.°  

   Mentioning those who are opposed 

to the development, chief Zenzile 

said that no detractor can hold them 

back. W̄e want to tell those on the 

mound opposite the River Club de-

velopment, you can®t touch this. We 

are here, we are marching forward. 

We will have our heritage centre 

where will celebrate the best of our 

heritage.  

   W̄e will bring out the heritage that 

was buried, and our children and all 

the children of the city, will have one 

space where the stone that the build-

er refused, will once again be insert-

ed into the cornerstone ² not just of 

this city, not just of this province, but 

indeed this country, that sometimes 

feel as dry as a tinderbox.°   

Uqf-vwtpkpi"gxgpv"
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S 
outh Africa was this month  
reminded once again of how 
far it still has to travel to en-
sure that human rights are a 

reality truly experienced by all her     
citizens. 
   On 21 March 2024 South Africa cele-
brated Human Rights Day, almost one 
month from 27 April, which will mark 
30 years since the birth of the demo-
cratic republic. 
   However, while there are some who 
have good reason to celebrate democra-
cy and the Bill of Rights crafted into the 
internationally heralded constitution, 
underpinning the democracy, there are 
many who did not fare so well in the 
new dispensation that replaced the in-
ternationally reviled National Party   
regime and its apartheid ideology. 
   It is this very sense of having been 
horse- traded and betrayed by history 
that was most apparent on 13 and 14 
March during a research symposium in 
Walmer Estate, Cape Town that had 
been organised under the auspices of 
the Commission on Khoi- San Matters. 
   The Commission on Khoi- San Matters 
is a statuary body established as directed 
by the Traditional and Khoi- San Leader-
ship Act (ACT 3 of 2019), which is 
tasked with the processing, research, 
investigation and recommendation of 
applications for recognition of South 
Africaõs Khoi and San indigenous lead-
ership and communities. 
   It was at the research symposium that 

the Commission and 
officials from the De-
partment of Cooper-
ative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs 
(CoGTA) listened to presentations from 
academics and comments from Khoi-
San indigenous leaders about the histo-
ries that had not yet been incorporated 
into the narrative of the democratic re-
public and the imperfections and limita-
tions of the TKLA. 
   Most significantly, what emerged dur-
ing the discourse between the Commis-
sioners, the government officials and 
the academics and the Khoi and San del-
egates to the symposium was that there 
was a deep sense of disappointment 
among the Khoi and San representatives 
that the descendants of South Africaõs 
foundational peoples had been horse-
traded during the negotiations process 
for expediency. 
   Of particular concern to many of the 
delegates who made comments or 
posed questions was that there seemed 
to be a disjuncture between the TKLA 
and quest of South African Khoi and 
San peoples for recognition, restoration 
and restitution, of which the Commis-
sion on Khoi- San Matters is supposed to 

be a central instru-
ment through 
which their recog-
nition is supposed 
to occur. 

What further became apparent during 
the symposium is that the majority of 
the applications for recognition that had 
been received by the CKSM did not 
conform to the pre- requisites as stipu-
lated by the TKLA.     
   There was also a visible sense of frus-
tration from both the representative of  
CoGTA deputy minister that in three 
years there had not been one indige-
nous leader, structure or community 
that had been put forward for recogni-
tion by the CKSM. 
   How different then, that five days af-
ter this important symposium and one 
the eve of South African Human Rights 
day, a contrasting narrative emerged at 
the River Club (now Riverlands), in the 
heritage- rich Two Rivers Urban Park in  
Observatory. 
   Here, on 20 March 2024, the de-
scendants of South Africaõs Khoi and 
San, after exercising indigenous cultural 
agency, after engaging earnestly and 
with integrity with a private developer, 
was able to secure the respect that it had 

not been able to in more than three 
decades of engagements with the South 
African state and its ancillary agencies. 
   Here, on that historic day, the rancour 
of centuries of dispossession, discrimi-
nation and dehumanisation the First 
Nations Collective, in a partnership of 
integrity with the Liesbeek Leisure Prop-
erties Trust was able to secure a truly 
remarkable victory for South Africaõs 
Khoi and San descendants. 
    As a result of that partnership the 
First Nations Cultural and Heritage 
Centre and precinct, under the custody 
and stewardship of First Nations leader-
ship have secured hope and a future for 
seven generations in perpetuity for the 
descendants of South Africaõs First In-
digenous peoples. 
   It is a high watermark such as this that 
the South African government should 
aim to strive toward, match or better, 
because as this government dithers, the 
proverbial Rome is burning. 
   And as Rome burns the descendants 
of the countryõs very first freedom 
fighters, who have been condemned by 
bad policies and institutions not fit for 
purpose to a life devoid of recognition, 
have hope and a future. 
   Indeed, as everyone now swirls in the 
smoke and uncertainty of a pending 
elections, it is time to reflect on and 
take a cue from the promise that is held 
out for the Khoi and San descendants in 
Riverlands. 

                            Zenzile Khoisan 
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A VISION OF THE FUTURE: A sketch of the view 

on the outside and inside of the Heritage Centre. 
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I  
t is a wonderful privilege to be here today and to 

be a part of this process. I will split what I want to 

say into four pieces. The Ĝrst one is the extraordi-

nary participation in this project, where we have two 

groups who were working towards a common goal ² but 

with very different ambitions. On the one hand we had 

the developers who wanted to get things done as well 

as they could, but with budgetary constraints which is 

very real in their world. 

   On  the other hand we had the Ĝrst nations collective 

who wanted the world ² they just had wonderful ambi-

tion ² and sometimes it was a painful, but a very exciting 

process of negotiations around critical issues where we 

reached a series of decisions that culminated in what 

you see on the screens behind me.  

   I would like to thank two people in the process who 

really helped make this possible ² Chief Zenzile ² he 

was wonderful ² and  Elbert de Kock from the Liesbeek 

Development group, who had a strong hand in keeping 

this thing in place.  

   The next issue is the relationship that was building 

within the site. When I Ĝrst became involved with the 

project, we were working with a 350m2 space on the 

ground floor of the shopping centre with a view of the 

river. Then we migrated out of the shopping centre to 

the site where we will turn the sod ² to a 500m2 free-

standing building ² largely due to the intense pressure 

by the First Nations Collective led by Chief Zenzile. 

   The heritage centre will face north; opens to the east 

where the river is; to the west where Lion®s head is, and 

it®s on a north/south access.  

   Our idea was that this would fuse building and land-

scape together, which in ancient terms according to 

First Nations culture was exactly what happened. Even 

though the ancestors couldn®t build buildings the way 

we are doing now, their relationship with the landscape 

was an integral one and we hope that this building will 

mimic what they achieved when they lived here.  

   The third issue had to do with how we conceived of 

this building. One of the words that kept banging about 

in the beginning was this idea of modesty. But we were 

not quite sure what the word meant because for me as a 

21st-century person, modesty means something that is 

self-effacing, that withdraws and wants to be almost 

invisible. And that was not wat was meant.   

   So, I looked up what the word modesty in Latin was. It 

derives from the word modestum, meaning in the right 

proportion. We understood then what we needed was a 

building that is bright and forward and can withdraw into 

the background.  

   Now we have a modest heritage centre tucked behind 

a gigantic concrete mural wall, which is 9 m high by 27 

m long. The design of the mural wall will be done by Ĝrst 

nations artists. But it led us to the idea of talking about a 

modest, small building with a huge ambition and that is 

really what it is.  

   The fourth issue, and again I refer to the chief, be-

cause he played a very important part with the collective 

in putting these ideas together, was that he was abso-

lutely determined that this should be a modern building.    

   It should be a building that looks towards the future ² 

not to the past and not to the present ² and it should 

acknowledge the ambition of young children to learn 

about their history and preparing them for the future.    

   We made an unashamedly modern building which 

hopefully matches the ambition of the Ĝrst nations    

people.  

I  
 want to thank the First Nations Collective ² thank 

you for the work that was put in to enable us to 

get here. Then I want to say to the partners on the 

other side of Riverlands, thank you to the developers, to 

the process, it didn®t take nine months, but nine years to 

the birthing of today.  

   Today is a line in the sand of a very ancient heritage. 

And it is a special day for us is in recognising it. I have 

been listening to what has been said ² both by the chief 

and the mayor ² it is about history, about culture, about 

remembering, it is about stories ² but it is actually about 

honouring. It is about honouring heritage and the past  

   Today is about recognition of a people, of a past and a 

space where we are going to create an opportunity for 

the future.  

   Opportunities of telling our stories so that our children 

can understand, and whether it was nine months or nine 

years to give birth to this space, it was a tough journey.      

   The chief spoke about that journey over thousands of 

years, with wars, with pandemics, with people trying to 

suppress, with all sorts of pressures, a people, and yet 

here we are today in recognition and enabling this space 

that will be here forever.  

   And that is the real meaning of today. We have to 

thank every single person that made it possible. We will 

have a place where history and stories are told. Chief 

Zenzile said that to me as I walked in that this is a place 

of anchor ² a place that enhances and connects us, an 

anchor that connects us to Mother Earth.  

  I had the absolute privilege to be at another part of our 

province, opening a similar kind of heritage centre in a 

museum in the De Hoop Nature Reserve, a place where 

scientists, and archeologists, and historians have been 

working for quite a long time on what they call the mod-

ernisation of man.  

   Now if you are in Europe and they say to you when did 

man modernise, in other words when did humanoids 

became the human being that we think of today, had 

language and told stories and created art and music, 

when did that modernisation happen ² when did we start 

making tools and start inventing things. 

   And in the museums in Europe they tell us it happened 

25 000 years ago. We have news for our brothers and 

sisters on the opposite side. The news is that the work 

that happened in the caves alongside the coast talks 

about the modernisation of man. It happened right here, 

not 4 or 5 000 years ago, but 125 000 years ago! That is 

when language started, when art started, that®s when 

tools ² we heard a musical bow this morning ² like bows 

were invented to make hunting easier and less danger-

ous.  

   And chief we need to think of ways to get the Ĝrst na-

tions to actually start engaging with those scientists that 

are here from around the world because we need the 

stories to be joined up. Because that is your story, that is 

our story, that is the story of the modernisation of man 

on this planet. 

   And it didn®t happen anywhere else, but right here at 

the top of the world. And what we are going to be inau-

gurating today and why we are sticking a spade in the 

sand and recognising today, is that very anchor. That 

very anchor where mankind as the world knows it today 

started its modern journey right here, where Ĝrst nations 

are being recognised. It should have been done in histo-

ry way before our time, but there is no time like the pre-

sent so that is why today is such a special day.  

W 
hat an extraordinary important day. It gives me a 

sense of great pride and pleasure to take part in 

this historic sod-turning event on the banks of 

the Liesbeek River. 

   This First Nations Heritage Centre that is about to be 

constructed is quite a remarkable thing because to my 

knowledge, this is the only stand-alone heritage centre 

for  KhoiSan history and culture in South Africa.  

   That is quite and extraordinary thing, almost scandal-

ous in a way. I know there are spaces dedicated to Khoi-

San history at the Cradle of Humankind and in the Muse-

um of Natural History in the Company Gardens ² and 

those are meaningful and appreciated.  

   But the fact that there is not a single, stand-alone cul-

tural, heritage and history centre to celebrate and pre-

serve KhoiSan history and culture, is quite an extraordi-

nary thing. 

   So, this is indeed a meaningful, meaningful day that is 

quite remarkable and worth celebrating. The design that 

we are inaugurating today is the result of intensive pro-

cesses of public participation and collaboration between 

the WC First Nations Collective and the developer LLPT 

and their partners Zenprop. 

   Not only will this space be a wonderful celebration and 

education of Ĝrst nation®s history and culture, it will also 

serve as a reminder that it is indeed possible to marry 

three crucial elements, namely job creating, development 

and investment;  ecological protection and cultural 

preservation. 

   This Ĝrst nation®s heritage centre, alongside the beauti-

ful Riverlands development, which include a 2 hectare 

echo park for the public; a rehabilitated 6km Liesbeek 

River, with trails and running tracks, is proof that you can 

indeed balance all of these things together.  

   The Two Rivers area hold historical and cultural signiĜ-

cance to the Khoi and San people of this region. And it is 

absolutely crucial to honour that history and to create a 

space for remembering, storytelling and learning. Once 

completed this centre will help tell those stories through 

art, through music concerts, like that extraordinary per-

formance today. Thank you for exposing us to all of this. 

   My hope is that the centre will start a broader revival 

and celebration of Ĝrst nations culture here in our city 

and throughout our country. Cape Towns biggest 

strength is it rich diversity of people. Nowhere on earth 

will you Ĝnd a more colourful melting pot of cultures, lan-

guages and religions. That is what makes our city so  

vibrant and interesting.  

   We have a duty to not only promote that diversity in its 

current form, but to remember properly every part of its 

roots. We need to tell the full story of Cape Town®s histo-

ry by creating dedicated spaces for those stories to be 

told and for those stories to be heard.  

   It is an important part of our government®s agenda to 

restore and clean up Cape Town®s river and vleis and the 

health of this eco-system is very important to us. So see-

ing the return to its natural riverine state, with indigenous 

landscape and plants and sections of the concrete canal 

removed altogether, will be a wonderful sight. And great 

news for all of the kingĜshers, herons and toads and all 

the other little creatures that will call this eco-system 

home in the future again. 

   May this Heritage Centre serve our Ĝrst nations Cape-

tonians well. But perhaps even more important, may it be 

the catalyst among all Capetonians among all ages to 

show much more curiosity and understanding of this very 

oldest part of our history. 
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R 
ecognising the deep historical and cul-
tural significance of the broader Two 
Rivers area of which the River Club 
forms part, the Liesbeek Leisure Prop-
erties Trust is extremely proud to have 

developed a Social Compact with a broad and diverse 
group of the Khoi and San leaders, stalwarts, councils 
and forums in the Cape Peninsula and beyond.    
   The Social Compact with this diverse first nations 
group, which has come to be known as the First Na-
tions Collective, will see the River Club development 
contributing to the recognition and honouring of the 
heritage of the first peoples of the Cape Peninsula. 
   The establishment of this relationship was the cul-
mination of an intensive and extensive public partici-
pation process with many of the descendants of the 
indigenous Khoi and San peoplesô concerns and aspi-
rations. 
   These concerns and inspirations have not only been 
heard, but also taken into consideration for the first 
time when representatives of the Liesbeek Leisure 
Property Trust, a private entity, and the  First Na-
tionôs Collective, reached a general consensus. 
   An agreement was reached on how this project 
could in some impactful way, conserve and provide a 
place of anchorage for the San and Khoi, and to re-
store and nurture the intangible heritage of the 
broader area.  
   This on-going engagement has resulted in a com-
mitment being made to introduce a number of herit-
age features within the development precinct, includ-
ing: 
The establishment of a heritage and ecological trail 
within and around the site. This will become part of 

the National Liberation Heritage Route that has been 
planned by national government as part of its Khoi-
san Legacy project.  
Through the desire for the first nation to have a cen-
tral gathering space, the construction of a circular 
landscaped ceremonial space, as opposed to the origi-
nal amphitheatre concept.  
   The circular ceremonial space is a more contextually 

appropriate gathering space for the First Nations peo-
ple as opposed to an amphitheatre, which is more 
commonly associated with the ancient Greek and  
Roman civilisations. 
 The construction and landscaping of an indigenous 

garden within and around the site along the river 
frontage.  

The construction by the developer of a Cultural, Her-

itage and Media centre to be managed for the Khoi 
and San through the trusteeship of the First Nations 
Collective. 
 
 

The conceptualisation of sentinels (or monument 
poles) containing symbols central to the First Nationsô 
narrative and the placement of these sentinels at key 
gateways on the site.  
   Content for the signage components associated with 
the sentinels, as well as other information nodes 
along the heritage-eco trail, has also been work-
shopped by members of the professional team, in-
cluding Noero Architects, in collaboration with the 
First Nations Collective. 
The main public access road leading through the site 

has being formally named Gogosoa by the City, at the 
suggestion of the Collective who wanted to honour 
and commemorate one of the most iconic First Na-
tions leaders, Gogosoa.  
   He was a Chief of the Gorinhaiqua at the time of Jan 
van  Riebeeckôs arrival at the Cape, and had dominion 
over vast areas, including the River Club, Two Rivers 
Urban Park, Observatory, Rondebosch, UCT, and  
beyond. 
   Since the finalisation of the Social Compact, the 
First Nations Collective representatives have worked- 
shopped closely with the project team and together 
with their recommended architect, Noero Architects, 

have been  involved in the design phase of these fea-
tures, with their inputs being incorporated into the 
final plans that have been submitted to City of Cape 
Town.  
   We look forward to commencing construction of the 
Cultural, Heritage and Media centre early next year, 
which, once completed will be the first venue of its 
kind in Cape Town that will be focused on educating 
the public on the First Nationsô history, oral traditions 
and customs and which will be entirely managed by 
the Khoi and San through the trusteeship of the West-
ern Cape First Nations Collective Trust.  
   Liesbeek Leisure Properties Trust would like to rec-
ognise the First Nations Collective leadershipsô unwa-
vering commitment to finding common agreement 
with the developer on how best to celebrate and com-
memorate the history and heritage of the River Club 
site while creating much needed job creation and in-
vestment for the City of Cape Town at the same time.    
   We know this has not been an easy road and we 
would like to thank the Collective for their ongoing 
support for the development.   
   We look forward to delivering this ground-breaking, 
world-class development that offers so many heritage, 
economic and environmental benefits for all citizens 
in Cape Town and the Western Cape.  

Honouring the heritage of  
First Nations in Cape Town  

   Heritage and ecological trail 

   Circular Ceremonial Space 

   Cultural, Heritage Media Centre 

Sentinels with KhoiSan Symbols 

                 Road named after Gogosoa 

      Indigenous Garden 

Construction of Gogosoa Road under way. 


