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Leadership of the Western Cape First Nations Collective
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Back from left: Austen Jackson, John
Jansen, Tania Kleinhans-Cedras, Aaron
Messelaar, Deon Petersen, Jeremy Jackson.
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Front from left: Hilary-Jane Solomon, Zenzile Khoisan, Shireen
¢ Martin, Chantal Revell.
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outh Africa was this month

1 - mot been able to in more than jhree
reminded once again of how J W O C p t k

I kecad#f en@em with the South
far it still has to travel to en- frican state and its ancillary agencies

sure that human rights are a H k 11 GH n tiat h| the
reality truly experienced by all her t W U V t C V q p |es of d|s glml
[

citizens. nation and dehumanlsatlon the rst

On 21 March 2024 South Africa cele- the Commission and = the be a central instru- Nations Collective, in a partnership of
brated Human Rights Day, almost one officials from the De- ‘ ment through integrity with the Liesbeek Leisure Prop-
month from 27 April, which will mark  partment of Cooper- E d which their recog- erties Trust was able to secure a truly
30 years since the birth of the demo-  ative Governance and of the ZtOT nition issupposed r e mar kabl e vi ctory
cratic republic. Traditional Affairs to occur. Khoi and San descendants.

However, while there are some who (CoGTA) listened to presentations from What further became apparent during As a result of that partnership the
have good reason to celebrate democraacademics and comments from Khei  the symposium is that the majority of  First Nations Cultural and Heritage
cy and the Bill of Rights crafted into the San indigenous leaders about the histothe applications for recognition that hadCentre and precinct, under the custody
internationally heralded constitution,  ries that had not yet been incorporated been received by the CKSM did not  and stewardship of First Nations leader-
underpinning the democracy, there are into the narrative of the democratic re- conform to the pre-requisites as stipu- ship have secured hope and a future for

many who did not fare so well in the  public and the imperfections and limita- lated by the TKLA. seven generations in perpetuity for the
new dispensation that replaced the in- tions of the TKLA. There was also a visible sense offrusd escendant s of Sou
ternationally reviled National Party Most significantly, what emerged dur- tration from both the representative of digenous peoples.

regime and its apartheid ideology. ing the discourse between the Commis-CoGTA deputy minister that in three It is a high watermark such as this that

It is this very sense of having been  sioners, the government officials and years there had not been one indige- the South African government should
horse traded and betrayed by history the academics and the Khoi and San detous leader, structure or community  aim to strive toward, match or better,
that was most apparent on 13 and 14 egatesto the symposum wasthat there that had been put forward for recogni- because as this government dithers, the
March during a research symposium in was a deep sense of disappointment tion by the CKSM. proverbial Rome is burning.

Walmer Estate, Cape Town that had among the Khoi and San representatives How different then, that five days af- And as Rome burns the descendants
been organised under the auspicesof t hat t he de s cend a ntdrthisimportateunposiumtahdonec abst he countryds v
the Commission on Khot San Matters. foundational peoples had been horse the eve of South African Human Rights fighters, who have been condemned by

The Commission on KhoiSan Matterstraded during the negotiations process day, a contrasting narrative emerged atbad policies and institutions not fit for
is a statuary body established as directddr expediency. the River Club (now Riverlands), in the purpose to a life devoid of recognition,
by the Traditional and KhoiSan Leader- Of particular concern to many of the heritage rich Two Rivers Urban Park in have hope and a future.
ship Act (ACT 3 of 2019), which is delegates who made comments or Observatory. Indeed, as everyone now swirls in the
tasked with the processing, research, posed questions was that there seemed Here, on 20 March 2024, the de- smoke and uncertainty of a pending
investigation and recommendation of to be a disjuncture betweenthe TKLA scendant s of Sout heledidns, itistané ® reflett onianda n
applications for recognition of South  and quest of South African Khoi and  San, after exercising indigenous culturatake a cue from the promise that is held
Africads Khoi and Sampeoplesrfod recpgnition, uestordtienagdncy, after engaging earnestly and out for the Khoi and San descendants in
ership and communities. and restitution, of which the Commis- with integrity with a private developer, Riverlands.

It was at the research symposium thatsion on Khoi- San Matters is supposed twas able to secure the respect that it had Zenzile Khoisan
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a swonder ful privilege an extraordinary i m
I be a part of this proce want to thank the PthatWense of great pride an

say into four pieces. 'II you for the work that w this higdgtuomiicngsedrent on
nary participation in this¢s get here Then | want tthe Liesbeek River. h
groups who were wor ki ng?2btucot her side of Riverlands, This First Nations Heritag
with very different ambitithe proce®sst,akd miimden mont hconstructed is quite a rema
the devel opers who wanted the birthing of today. knowl edge, thi salicsneéa hteerointl &
as they coul d, but with bt Today is a |line in the safor Khoi San history and ca
very real in their world. And it is a speC|aI day fo That is quite and extraord
On the other hand we hadbeen |istening tcbwhat bfasous in a way. I know there
who wanted?tthey wiouwudtd had wand t he2imayiosr about historiSan history at the Cradle o
tidaand sometimes it was a remembering, it®bus abous saum of Natur al Hi st ory2amd t h
process of negotiations arhonouring. It is about honthose are meaningf ul and ap
reached a series of decisi Today is about recognitio But the fact that themnaei &
you see on the screens beltspace where we are going ttural, heritage and history
I would I|Iike to thank twaocthe future. serve Khoi San history and c
really helped mn&heé ef hiZeemzg¢ Opportunities of telling nary thing. i
was won2denrdf ulEl bert de Koccan understand, and whethe So, this is indeed a meanin
Devel opment group, who hacyears to give birth to thiquite remarkable and wort hu
this thing in place The chief spoke about thawe are inaugurating today f
The next issue is the relyears, with wars, with pancesses of public participat
within the site. When | Grsuppress, with all sorts othe WC First Nations Coll ec
project, we were 3Amrakciengpnihere we are today in recogand their partners Zenpropp
ground fl oor of the shoppithat wil!/l be here forever. Not only will this space b
river. Then we migrated ot And that is th real meaneducati on o8 hGrssttornyatamd cu
the site where Weéeowinl?b0Bmrt hank every single person serve as a reminder that i
standing?lbaurigedliyngdue to thhave a place where historythree crucial elements, nae
by the First Nations Coll eZenzile said that to me asand investment ; ecol ogi cakh
The heritage centre will of amahed ace that enhancespreservation.
where the river is® theatdheanchor that connects us to This Gr®themnttege centr e,
i@ on a north/south access | had the absolute privil ful Riverl ands devel opment)
Our idea was that this waprovince, opening a similaecho park for the public; a
scape together, which in émuseum in the De Hoop NatuRiver, with trails and runn
First Nations culture was scientists, and archeologiindeed balance all of these
though the an&@ebBtiolfd bboiul cwor king for quite a |long t The Two Rivers area hold m
we are doing now, their re¢ernisation of man. cance to the Khoi and San p
was an integral one and we¢ Now if you are in Europe absolutely crucial to honou
mi mi ¢ what they achieved vman modernise, in other wospace for remembering, stor
The third issue had to dobecame the human being thacompleted this centre wil!.l
this building. One of the | anguage and told stories art, through music concerts
in the beginning was this when did that mo®evhmrins @t idof or mance today. Thank you f
not quite sure what the womaking tools and start inv My hope is that the centre
2lgstentury person, modesty And in the museums in Eurand celebration of Grst nae
seéffacing, that withdraws2500 years ago. We have ntand throughout our country
invisible. And that was ncsisters on the opposite sistrength is it rich diverspo
So, | looked up what the that happened in the caveswill you Gnd a more colourf
derives frommdéebsetumemani ng i about the modernisation ofguages and religions Thatr
proportion. We understood not 4 or 5 000 Q9eargeagse, avi brant and interesting.
buil ding that is bright arwhen | anguage starte®, wahte We have a duty to not only
the background. towe heard a musi ca?ll ibkcew current form, but to rememb
Now we have a modest heriwere invented to make huntroots. We need to tell|®tlies
a gigantic concrete mural ous. ry by creating dedicated sp
m |l ong. The design of the And chief we need to thintold and for those storiesn
nations artists. But it | ¢€¢tions to actually start en It is an i mportant®pagendht
modest, small buil ding witare here from around the wrestore and cl| e8nr iuperCapred T
really what it is. stories to be joined up. Eheal th o$yshem iesovery i mpo
The fourth issue, and agaour story, that is the stoing the return to its natur
cause he played a very impon this planet |l andscape and plants and se
in putting these ideas to¢ And i® Hdagpen anywhere el removed altogether, wild/l be
|l utely determined that thithe top of the world. And news for all of the kingGsh
I't should be a building2tgurating today and why we the other little creaysateme
not to the past a2madhdnott tscsand and recognising todayhome in the future again. 't
acknowl edge the ambition c(very anchor where manki nd May this Heritage Centre g
about their history and prstarted its modern journeytonians well. But perhap e
We made an unashamedly mocare being recognised I't sthe catalyst among all Cap
hopefully matches the ambiry way before our time, bushow much more curiosity ae
peopl e sent so that is why today ol dest part of our history.
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ecognising the deemhmovaed beredie r iwavyo.l ved in th
tural significance tures, with their inputs
Rivers area of whigh the River Club final pl ans that have bee
forms part, the Ligpsbeek Leisure Prop- Town.
erties Trust is extremely proud to have We | ook forward to commer
devel oped a Soci al Compact with a broad and diver/€el tural, Heritage and Me
group of the Khoi and San | eaders, stalwarts, coumwbhiké®, once completed wil
and forums in the Cape Peninsula and beyond. kind in Cape Town that wi
The Social Compact with |this diverse first natiojnshe public on 6bhhset &rystoiN
group, which has come to|be known as the First Naand customs and which wi/l
tions Collective, will see the River Club devel opméet Khoi and San through
contributing to the recognition and honouring of ®he@ Cape First Nations Cg
heritage of the first peo Rofad hea mggle aPfetne hs GOl.ceS®@ek Leisure Properti
The establishment of this Telationship was the cuwlgnise the First Nat idonmnwa-
mi nation of an intensi ve haansd beexitnegn sfi ovremaplulbyl inca npeadr wGeocgionsgo ac obnymitthnee nCti ttyo, faitn dt
pation process with many soufg gtehset idoens coefn dtahnet sC oolfl etchterivteh whhoe wdaenvteeldo pteor hoonn ohuorw
i ndigenous Khoiécamd e$ans pasndd lacsopnrime mor at e one of t hnee nmoorsatt e ctohnel ch iFsitrosrty Naan-d
rations. tions |l eaders, Gogosoa. site while creating much
These concerns and i nspi rthet iwanss ah aGhei enfoto fo ntlhye bGoerné thmeé mtu af at the Ci me off
heard, but also taken intvwaRioens&adak atvah &dborthedeCédiWe skaod hhdsdbmsnnoh beer
ti me when representati vesovoefr tvhaes tL iaersebaese , k ilLnecilsudrienwgo utlhde IRikvee rt oCltuhba n KT wtoh eRi G/
Property Trust, a privat eUrebnan tPar ka,n dOhtsheer v aFti orrsyt, NRaopnpdoerbto sfcohr, tUhGeT ,d eavnedl o0 p me
ti®nColl ective, reached abegyeonned.al consensus. We | ook forward to -deé¢aki
An agreement was reached Sinncheow htehifsi nparloijseactti on owWwo t-hikda S cd @V e lICopnparct ,t h dte
could in some impactful whaiyr,s tc oNasteirovnes aCodl |percotvii vdee ergeoprnr censiecn taantdi veensv i hraovnem ewnotr ak
pl ace of anchorage f or t hseh oSpapne da ncdl oKsheoliy, waintdh ttoh er eépnr oG aepcet Tt oevanm aanndd tthoeg eWehsetr
store and nurture the i ntwaintghi btlhee ihre rrietcaognemeonfd eedhear chi tect, Noero Architects
broade area.
Thisgcmnng engagement has| resulted in a com-
mi t ment being made to infroduce a number of herit-
age features within the ¢devel opment precinct, incl ud -
i ng:
The establishment of a he¢ritage and ecol ogical trail
wi t and around the sifte. This wild.l become part of
- Herltage and ecol ofgical trail
the National Liberation Heritage Route that has been
pl anned by national govettnment as part of its Khoi-
san Legacy project.
Through the desire for the first nation to have a cen-
tral gat hering space, th% construction of a circul ar
|l andscaped ceremoni al space, as opposed to the origi-
nal amphitheatre concept
The circular ceremonial |space is a more contextually
-Circular Ceremoni al]l Space
appropriate gathering space for the First Nations peo-
pl e as opposed to an amphitheatre, which is more
commonly associated with|the ancient Greek and
Roman civilisations.
The construction and | anfdscaping of an indigenous
- I ndi genous Gar den
garden within and around|the site along the river
frontage.
The construction by the devel oper of a Cultural, Her -
-Cultural, Heritage|l Media Centre
itage and Media centre t¢ be managed for the Khoi
and San through the trusfeeship of the First Nations
Coll ective.
-Sentinels with Khoil]San Symbol s
The conceptualisation of |sentinels (or monument
poles) containing symbol& central to the First Nations
narrative and the placemeént of these sentinels at key
gateways on the site.
Content for the signage |[components associated with
the sentinels, as well a other information nodes
al ong t hecloertirtaad e has aJ so been wor k-
shopped by members of the¢ professional team, in-
cluding Noero Architects,|) in collaboration with the
First Nations Collective
The main public access r¢gad | eading through the site




