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lent year draws to a close with the arrivahoney in trust representing the interests of Khoi andseptember this year by the negotiating teams at the

of the Festive Season and the New YeaBan respectively.

our hearts can certainly ring out with

Besides the fact that this levy percentage is, by

multi - billion rand Boegoe industry, signed in
African Biotrade conference in Sandton, Gauteng.

This agreement, to be amplified and unveiled early

thanksgiving that we have achieved much and that agreement, being revisited by the negotiating teamsin the new year will be an industrwide agreement

Almighty God has blessed us tremendously.
Our manifold blessings this year include major

there is growing goodwill at the table, which has giv-that will cover the entire value chain.

en a strong boost to the discussions on nen

strides with the Khoikhoi Peoples Rooibos Biodiver-monetary benefits, including skills transfer and the

sity Trust (KPRBT) , which has consolidated and

integration of First Nations communities and de-

deepened its engagements with the Rooibos Indus- scendants into all facets of the industry.
try. This opening of a discussion of integrating those
These engagements, built on collegiate relations, who have been marginalised by an industry built o
have allowed for more focused discussionsonthe t hei r tradi ti onal know
revisiting of the royalty percentages, which are fun- mitment to training, education, skills transfer and
neled to the KPRBT, through government, in terms development Rooibos farmer support reflects inde
of the Access and Benefit Sharing agreements with how far engagements have proceedédrom the
the industry have opened numerous possibilities for first engagements, when the industry was resistan
indigenous knowledge holders, whose knowledge ABSA to now, when the industry itself is ensuring
rights have been accepted. the most Rooibos farmers are compliant with the
What is truly inspiring is that the discussion with agreement.

Beyond that the biodiversity negotiating team is
moving with great speed and intensity to consolidat
agreements with relevant industry bodies in respec
of scelethium (kougoed) and honeybush, thereby
creating further opportunities of Access and Benefit

n Sharing from traditional knowledge for Khoikhoi
| eomirgueitiesandldedcéndants. ndu st r y 0 S
Sadly, while there is tremendous advances for ou
egeople on this front, there are still deeply troubling
events in our world, with devastating wars reaping
t tgrim harvest in Palestine, Sudan and many other
parts of our planet.

Our victories are therefore tempered by the sadng

many have to endure before justice, peace and pro

the Rooibos industry have far beyond the original

Likewise, the tremendous strides made with Rooi- perity come to us all.

agreement has moved on significantly from the orig-bos has blazed the trail for several other components Let us therefore give thanks for all our blessing,
inal agreement sgned on 1N ovember 2019, when it  of the vast biodiversity portfolio to which the Khoi- work unceasingly for peace and justice and, most ir
was agreed that a levy of 1,5% of all harvested RooKhoi and the San have traditional knowledge rights portantly, keep hope alive. May you all be blessed
bos moving over farm gates would be paid to the claims. over this Festive Season.

Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, This has opened a watershed agreement with the

Zenzile Khoisan
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